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SIR 



This is in response to the Office Action of November 19, 
2008 which is a restriction requirement under 35 USC 121 and 372, 
Restriction requirement between: 

"Group I claim(s) 1-5 and 7-16, drawn to stainless stell 
compositions . 

Group II claim (s) 17-31, drawn to a PEM fuel cell having a 

stainless steel separator plate." 
The invention of Group I, namely claims 1-5 and 7-16 is 
provisionally elected. 



The restriction requirement is traversed on the basis that 
the fuel cell specified in each of claims 17-31 is characterized 
by the novel and unobvious stainless steel separator which is 
dependent from respective Group I stainless steel compositions. 
When the claims directed to the stainless steel compositions are 
allowed, it is respectfully requested that the Group II claims be 
rejoined on the basis that such claims cannot be obvious taking 
into consideration that the stainless steel separator specified 
therein is itself novel and unobvious. 
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